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Cake and Chat: Wednesday 

12th December 2018  

   

We have arranged a Christmas Cake and Chat 

to be held in Committee Room 1 between 2pm 

and 4 pm.  This room is accessed from 14 City 

Square and is in the corridor leading to the 

Archives office.  

We look forward to seeing you.    

Retiral of Norma Watson 

from FDCA Committee  

It was with regret that the members of the 

FDCA Committee received Norma’s decision 

to retire.  Norma served as Hon. Treasurer 

from 2011 until 2016 and remained on the 

Committee for a further two years.   

The Volunteers miss her cheery banter on 

Wednesday mornings. We all wish her well in 

her many interests.     

Purchase of Photograph of  

Dundee Police Pipe Band 

FDCA purchased a black and white 

photograph of Dundee Police Pipe Band in the 

1930s for the archives.  The photograph was 

taken on the steps leading to what was then the 

Reference Library in the Albert Institute, now 

The McManus.  

The archives have also received a copy of Dr 

Lowe’s book on Dundee Royal Infirmary.  

 

The Great War: Dundee & The 

Home Front  

 

Linda Nicoll’s book was launched at the 

Wighton Centre on 8 November.  The book, 

which is only available 

from the City 

Archives, is selling 

well. If you or any of 

your family or friends 

would like a copy, 

please either call at the 

archives during office 

hours or apply by post, 

email (archives@dundeecity.gov.uk) or 

telephone (01382 434494) to Dundee City 

Archives.  The book costs £9.99 plus post and 

packing. 

This Poppy has all the names on the Dundee 

Roll of Honour on its petals. It was part of a 

display at Fintry Primary School in 

commemoration of the 100th anniversary of 

the Armistice.          
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Snippets from the Archives 

Dundee Poor Nursing Society was instituted 

in 1889. The Society was formed for the 

purpose of “Nursing of the Sick Poor in their 

own homes by means of thoroughly trained 

and qualified nurses”. The nurses lived at a 

Caird Home for Nurses at 1 Park Place, which 

was opened in 1893.  

 

 

The following are two cases from the 

Superintendent’s case book:  

“A baby of fourteen months very ill with 

catarrhal pneumonia: The poor mother was 

most anxious to do what she could for the 

child, and did her best to carry out the doctor’s 

instructions; but never having seen a poultice 

made, had not the slightest idea how to apply 

it. Nurses on going found the child in a sad 

condition: enveloped in a porridge poultice, as 

the mother had – wisely letting it cool first – 

poured the porridge on the child’s chest.  The 

little patient was, however, soon made 

comfortable, and the mother quickly learned 

how to make and apply poultices.  She was 

very grateful when her child made a slow but 

sure recovery”. 

Broncho-Pneumonia – Nurse first saw this 

child – a baby of a few months old – on 29th 

May 1905.  He was in a state of coma; 

temperature, 103◦; pulse very rapid and feeble.  

Doctor had been early, and ordered sponging.  

So Nurse sponged him with tepid water and 

vinegar, then rubbed his chest and back with 

warm olive oil and turpentine, applied cotton 

wool, and laid him in blankets.  Again at noon 

Nurse called, and found him a little revived 

and easier. For some weeks this went on 

regularly. It was an anxious time for all.  

Father and mother seemed to depend so much 

on what Doctor and Nurse would say.  At 

times the child was very restless, moaning and 

tossing his head, as if in great pain.  Doctor 

ordering an ice-cap, one was lent from the 

Home. Temperature during the first week ran 

from 104◦ to 106◦.  Child still very restless, 

moaning night and day – never quiet except 

for a few minutes.  After morning and evening 

sponging, nourishment was given – beef-tea, 

ice and milk, with a few drops of brandy.  

Temperature during second week never below 

101◦.  Peptonised milk alternately with brandy 

was given.  Above third week temperature 

gradually came down, and consciousness 

began to return.  But child was very irritable, 

breaking out into boils over the greater part of 

the body, chiefly on the head, face and back.  

He soon began to recover, and is now running 

about, a fine, healthy child.  His parents are 

very grateful for all the care and attention he 

received.”         

Death of Angus McFarlane 

Members of the Friends will be sad to learn of 

the death of Angus McFarlane. Angus 

attended Grove Academy, then Queen's 

College Dundee, when it was still under St 

Andrews, to do electrical engineering.  After 

completing his National Service in the Royal 

Navy, he spent 10 years with Ferranti in 

Edinburgh researching commercial prototypes 

of computers, and then moved to the Dundee 

Institute of Technology (now Abertay 

University) to lecture in electrical engineering. 

The minister of the Methodist Church, where 

Angus and his late wife Paddy worshipped 

(and indexed the important and unusual 

historical baptisms for FDCA), praised his 
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flexibility as an organist who was always up 

for anything new and untried, a trait he hadn't 

come across frequently as a minister of 

religion. 

Angus met Paddy through Scottish Country 

Dancing and amassed a serious archive of 

Scottish country dance music. 

Unsurprisingly he had a solid reputation as a 

man who could always generously "fix things" 

which had broken. 

Lunchtime Lectures 

 

All talks take place at the Glasite Hall, St 

Andrews Church, King Street. Doors open at 

12:30pm, with refreshments of tea/coffee and 

a biscuit available. Lectures commence at 

1.00pm. 

Please note that the speaker may change due 

to factors out-with our control.   

Thursday – 6th December 2018    

 

Dundee Harbour at War  

David Middleton discusses Dundee harbour 

during wartime.  

 

Thursday –10th January 2019 

 

Memorials to Jute  

Iain Flett talks about The Scottish Cemetery in 

Kolkata.  Opened in 1820, the Scottish 

Cemetery of Calcutta was once a mighty 

Victorian monument, built of sandstone and 

granite graves, to those who had left Scotland 

to seek opportunities under the British Raj. 

 

Thursday –7th February 2019  

The Tay Whale          

Mike Sedakat from Dundee Museum gives a 

talk about the Tay Whale.     

 

Thursday 7th March 2019  

“Tell me why I am here”: Listening to 

women’s lost words  

Morag Allan Campbell relates histories of  

some of the women in the Dundee Lunatic 

Asylum  

 

Thursday 4th April 2019  

“Colonel” Anne Mackintosh – the last 

Jacobite Heroine 

Euan MacPherson  talks 

about Lady Anne 

Mackintosh (1723 – 1787)  

who risked everything for 

her love of Scotland.  

 

Thursday 2nd May 2019  

The Grocery Boy – A slice of his life in 

1950s Scotland (Carnoustie and Dundee)  

Robert Murray talks about his experiences as a 

grocery boy.  
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